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WASHINGTON D.C. INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES  

INTERNATIONAL FILMS SELECTED FOR 2009 FESTIVAL 

Festival to Celebrate Independent Film Culture 

 

Washington, DC (February 10, 2009) — The eleventh annual Washington DC 

Independent Film Festival (DCIFF) will run from March 4-15, 2009.  This year’s 

festival is about “making a difference,” and features films that highlight the value of 

reaching out to help others and participating in life.  Over 100 films will be 

showcased in twenty-three themed sessions at the Phoenix Theater in Union 

Station located at 50 Massachusetts Ave., NE, Washington, DC 20002, phone: (202) 

842-4455. 

 

Each year, DCIFF receives entries from around the world, and international 

filmmakers are an important part of independent film.  Films selected from twelve 

countries will be shown at this year’s festival.  For anyone interested in the issues, 

lifestyles, and the role of people in other countries, these films will demonstrate 

how cultural diversity makes a difference.   Please visit the DCIFF website 

(http://www.dciff.org/festivalthemes.shtml) for a complete list of themed sessions.  

 

NOTE:  The schedule is subject to change. Please check the DCIFF website 

(http://www.dciff.org) for the latest information, dates and times. 

 

mailto:press@dciff.org
http://www.dciff.org/festivalthemes.shtml
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Schedule of International Films on Wednesday, March 4 

7:00pm – Opening Night 

The Day After Peace by Jeremy Gilley  
Wednesday, March 4 at 7:00pm  
Peace / Documentary / 81 min / U.K. / North American Premiere / 2008 
The Day After Peace charts the remarkable 10-year journey taken by award 
winning filmmaker Jeremy Gilley to establish a Day of Peace on September 
21st. During the course of his mission, the camera follows Gilley as he 
galvanizes the countries of the world. 

 

Schedule of International Films on Thursday, March 5 

 7:00pm – Politics, This is Our History 

Broken Rainbow by Chia-Chien Mai  
Thursday, March 5 at 7:00pm  
Politics / Animation / 8 min / U S A / 2008 
Award winning animation that tells a story about freedom, constraint and 
death. A melancholy lamb was caged in the zoo literally dying for freedom 
outside. In order to finish his suffering and gain freedom, he tried to break 
the cage, however, he doesn’t know that something behind the door is 
waiting for him.  

 

Schedule of International Films on Friday, March 6 

9:00pm – Misfits  

BORF!  by Paris Bustillos  
Friday, March 6 at 9:00pm  
Misfits / Documentary / 26 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2006 
This documentary by DC Filmmaker Bustillos chronicles the story of Borf 
graffiti and the events that lead to his arrest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1309
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1317
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=71
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One Nice Family Photo by Tom Senior  
Friday, March 6 at 9:00pm  
Misfits / Animation / 4 min / U.K. / World Premiere / 2008 
My family rarely gets together, so when it happens we always take a photo. 
As if dinner with nine people and the dog isn’t memorable enough! 

 

Schedule of International Films on Saturday, March 7 

4:45 pm - Black Experience  

The Workout  by Sami Khan  
Saturday, March 7 at 4:45pm  
Black Experience / Short / 11 min / U S A / 2008 
Earving and his teenage son Terry don’t have the best relationship, so to 
get through this weekend they’re going to have to do some heavy lifting--
literally. 
 

9:15pm - Horror  

Cam2Cam by Davy Sihali  
Saturday, March 7 at 9:15pm  
Horror / Short / 26 min / France / World Premiere / 2008 
A young woman, Lucy, receives a message of a girl friend of hers, whom 
invites her for a Webchat. After a while, her friend begins to get undressed 
on her Webcam. Intrigued, Lucy looks and is caught at the game, in an 
erotic and quite disturbing atmosphere. 
 
The Evil Twin by Yun Wang  
Saturday, March 7 at 9:15pm  
Horror / Animation / 4 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
A girl falls in love with a man she sees at her mother's funeral. Since she 
cannot forget that man, she starts to find out who he is. At the end she 
meets him again but also finds out the truth she never wants to know. 
 
Look At Me by Daniel Turner  
Saturday, March 7 at 9:15pm  
Horror / Short / 20 min / U.K. / World Premiere / 2008 
A dark tale of voyeuristic fantasies that come nightmarishly true in this 
surreal and gripping fantasy-noir. 
 
 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1051
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1306
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1020
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1018
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Schedule of International Films on Saturday, March 7 
 

7:00pm – Food 

Feast by Adel Kerpely & JiHyun Ahn  
Saturday, March 7 at 7:00pm  
Food / Animation / 3 min / U S A / DC Premiere / 2006 
Fat Man eats up everything around him. When he finally stops; it's too late.  
 

 
Schedule of International Films on Sunday, March 8 
 

12:00pm (noon) – Women’s Issues  

Code Name: Butterflies by Cecilia Domeyko  
Sunday, March 8 at 12:00pm (noon)  
Women's Issues / Documentary / 63 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
Code Name: Butterflies tells the powerful story of the Mirabal sisters of the 
Dominican Republic who in the 1950s, under the code name “Butterflies”, 
created a secret resistance movement against Dictator Rafael Trujillo. 
When the tyrant had the women assassinated, a country rose up against 
Trujillo and he was killed. The courage of these women, simple wives and 
mothers who helped bring freedom and democracy to their country is 
legendary. 
 

Evelyn by Shih-Shan Chen  
Sunday, March 8 at 12:00pm (noon)  
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ )ÓÓÕÅÓ Ⱦ 3ÈÏÒÔ Ⱦ υχ ÍÉÎ Ⱦ 5 3 ! Ⱦ 7ÏÒÌÄ 0ÒÅÍÉÅÒÅ Ⱦ φττό 
Evelyn, a teen-aged girl who is committed to a married man plans on giving 
up everything for him. However, after her Christian mother finds out 
Evelyn’s secret, she reproaches Evelyn for her looseness in life. Evelyn 
turns to the married man but is harshly rejected. At last she decides to take 
revenge on him. 
 
In Control by Ana de Lara  
Sunday, March 8 at 12:00pm (noon)  
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ )ÓÓÕÅÓ Ⱦ 3ÈÏÒÔ Ⱦ ψ ÍÉÎ Ⱦ #ÁÎÁÄÁ Ⱦ 5Ȣ3Ȣ 0ÒÅÍÉÅÒÅ Ⱦ φττό 
A touching, award winning short that depicts how a young boy resorts to 
his remote control in order to deal with the painful experience of domestic 
violence. In Control speaks volumes without the use of dialogue, allowing 
the viewer to share the voicelessness of the child; and in the silence, to 
witness the grace of imagination. 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=47
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1500
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1165
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1388
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2:45pm – Women, A Celebration  

The Maid by Heidi Saman  
Sunday, March 8 at 2:45 pm  
Women - A Celebration / Short / 19 min / Egypt / 2008 
The Maid, an award winning short narrative film, examines the moments in 
which we are forced to understand that other people are real in the same 
way that we are. Rasha is an Egyptian house maid, who is not so skilled at 
her job. When Rasha's suspicions of her employers are confirmed, she must 
come to terms with her perceptions of trust, duty and place within the 
family household. 
 
Still Life by Jaehee Lee  
Sunday, March 8 at 2:45 pm  
Women - A Celebration / Short / 17 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
There is a pregnant woman. Like withering flowering plants in her house, 
she is also losing vitality of her life. One day, a stray cat appears before her 
and it reveals her sad past. Will she see any ray of hope? 
 
 

7:30pm - Future Shock  

How To Be by Oliver Irving  
Sunday, March 8 at 7:30pm  
Future Shock / Feature / 85 min / U.K. / 2008 
An award winning wry comedy about twenty something Art, who moves 
back in with his parents, hits a quarter-life crisis and enlists the help of a 
self-help guru. A timely look at the increasingly common phenomena of 
grown-up children living at home, frustrated creativity and self-help. 
 
 

Schedule of International Films on Monday, March 9 

7:00pm - Middle East  

Demons of Cairo by Ahmed Atef  
Monday, March 9 at 7:00pm  
Middle East / Feature / 92 min / Egypt / U.S. Premiere / 2006 
The "slumdogs" of Cairo, this award winning Egyptian narrative feature 
depicting the life of over 2 million street children in Egypt, their escapades 
and conflicts, their laughter and sadness. 
 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1013
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1350
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1319
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=105
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Grenade by Mark-Alexander Hartwin  
Monday, March 9 at 7:00pm  
Middle East / Short / 7 min / Australia / World Premiere / 2008 
An award winning short about three boys playing with toy guns who are 
confronted with the reality of war when they find a real grenade.  
 
Noor by Razan Ghalayini  
Monday, March 9 at 7:00pm  
Middle East / Animation / 24 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
Noor's birthday plans take a turn when she and her mother get caught in an 
Israeli Defense Forces imposed curfew. 
 
 

Schedule of International Films on Tuesday, March 10 

7:00pm - Power Within, People with Disabilities  

Birdy by Agnieszka Woznicka  
Tuesday, March 10 at 7:00pm  
Power Within - People with Disabilities / Animation / 7 min / U S A / North 
American Premiere / 2008 
Award winning animation that follows the story of Birdy, a wingless 
outsider who dreams of flying. It is a story of desire, determination and the 
terrible thresholds one can cross to realize dreams. 
 
Henry O!  by Ziad Hamzeh  
Tuesday, March 10 at 7:00pm  
Power Within - People with Disabilities / Documentary / 71 min / U S A / 
World Premiere / 2008 
Henry O! is a journey of humble beginnings and overwhelming obstacles, of 
faith in the human spirit and endless love of life and family, of sky-high 
dreams and aspirations achieved, all amidst the cheering crowds and major 
league heroes of America’s favorite pastime - baseball. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1100
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1439
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1405
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Schedule of International Films on Wednesday, March 11 

7:00pm – Orient Express (French, Turkey)  

Aquarium by Denizcan Yüzgül  
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00pm  
Turkish Delights / Animation / 6 min / Turkey / 2007 
A child is the only being that can discover the meaning of 21th century 
modern life as he has had the opportunity to forget… yet. 
 
Downstairs by M. Cem Oztufekci  
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00pm  
Turkish Delights / Short / 10 min / Turkey / 2007 
An intense drama about the life of Ibrahim is a worker living with his wife 
and two children. For him, everyday is the same: he leaves the house,, goes 
to work, stops by the café and the pub.  
 
The Empty Job by Antares Bassis  
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00pm  
French / Short / 29 min / France / World Premiere / 2007 
France, in the near future. Unemployment rises to 35%. To solve the 
problem, the Government votes a new law called “The Empty Job.” High 
salaried people must employ an unemployed person in their house. This is 
the way the Remiot, an upper-class couple, meet Elise, a young unemployed 
person. This forced co-habitation will bring Mr. Remiot to wonder about his 
way of life and his own existence. 
 
La by Elif Nur Kerkük  
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00pm  
Turkish Delights / Short / 12 min / Turkey / 2007 
This is the story of La and her womanhood - her realizations, expectations 
and her inability to let go. 
 
Magic Kisa by Saliva Mathieu  
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00pm  
French / Short / 30 min / France / World Premiere / 2007 
Psychological thriller on the topic of the gemellity, Magic Kisa tells the 
meeting again of two twin brothers after years of separation. One leaves 
prison and the other lined up and founded a family. Associated by long 
years of swindle and chicaneries, their destinies rock in one night. 
 
 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=205
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=204
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1158
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=203
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1029
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Nayu by Denizcan Yüzgül  
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00pm  
Turkish Delights / Animation / 5 min / Turkey / 2007 
We follow shadows instead of reality, without seeing the beauty of what is 
around us. 
 
Silence by Deniz Ceyhan Arman  
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00pm  
Turkish Delights / Short / 12 min / Turkey / 2007 
The story of a family tainted with violence. 
 
The Tangent by Vincent Vesco  
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00pm  
French / Short / 12 min / France / World Premiere / 2008 
A young man washing his car offers an attractive woman a ride wherever 
she wants to go. The two set off on a journey with no plans and no 
direction, but as their relationship grows can they continue living their life 
of the rock-and-roll aesthetic or will they have to compromise and settle 
down?  
 
Unus Mundus by Senen Tuzen  
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00pm  
Turkish Delights / Short / 3 min / Turkey / 2007 
An award winning short that depicts Unus Mundus ‘One World': 
“Everybody is responsible to everyone for everything.” - F. Dostoevsky. 
  
Video of a Circumcision by Tank Aktas  
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00pm  
Turkish Delights / Short / 10 min / Turkey / 2007 
A quirky comedy about a hedonistic misfit who muddles through life.  

 
 

Schedule of International Films on Thursday, March 12 
 

7:00pm – CineLatino 

Got a Light? by Sergio Marcos  
Thursday, March 12 at 7:00pm  
CineLatino / Short / 30 min / Paraguay / World Premiere / 2008 
A young photographer wants to smoke a cigarette. He asks his friends for a 
light, but instead of helping him, people ask him favors and this gets him 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=201
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=206
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1193
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=207
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=202
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1260
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into a chain reaction of problems which make his long day very crazy. 
Taking on a multi-genre tour of sensations mixed with surrealism.  
 
Near the Egress by Antonio Martinez  
Thursday, March 12 at 7:00pm  
CineLatino / Short / 5 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
Over 800 tintypes, produced in stop-motion time, capture the sublimity and 
spectacle of the modern circus. 
 

Pachamama by Toshifumi Matsushita  
Thursday, March 12 at 7:00pm 
CineLatino / Feature / 104 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
In the Salar de Uyuni, where many families work with salt, there is a 13 
year-old boy named Kunturi who lives a normal life, much like the others in 
his village, until suffers when his Grandmother dies and his friend moves 
away. He decides to go on his first trip with the llama caravan throughout 
the “rota de la sal”, exchanging salt for other goods. Kunturi’s life changes 
for the better when he arrives to the town of Maca for the “tinku” festival. 
There he finds the most beautiful girl of his dreams, Ulana. They meet and 
live out their dream “to run together across the white sea" that is the Salar 
de Uyuni, until they reach the end of the horizon. 

 
 

Schedule of International Films on Friday, March 13 
 

9:00pm – Love, in all its forms  

The Candy by Ruben Figueres  
Friday, March 13 at 9:00pm  
Love in all its forms / Documentary / 2 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
A 90 second short of a kid that wants a candy that cannot have. 
 
Chainsaw by Dennis Tupicoff  
Friday, March 13 at 9:00pm  
Love in all its forms / Animation / 24 min / Australia / U.S. Premiere / 2007 
An award winning surreal animation that describes how romance is like a 
chainsaw: a very dangerous beast indeed. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1332
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1045
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1286
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1221
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The Danaides' Barrel  by David Guiraud  
Friday, March 13 at 9:00pm   
Love in all its forms / Short / 12 min / France / World Premiere / 2008 
In the desert, a man is buried to his neck in the sand. One does not know 
anything about him. A brunette, dressed in red veils, walks away without 
paying any attention to him. After getting out of his sand cradle, he will 
head for the horizon to meet his object of desire. 
 
Even in My Dreams by Flavio Alves  
Friday, March 13 at 9:00pm  
Love in all its forms / Short / 8 min / World Premiere / 2008 
A humorous look at Michael, an elderly, world-worn widower, in his 
pattern of mundane daily urban meanderings, happens upon a Tom of 
Finland doll in a sex shop window. His fascination with the erotic doll is the 
trigger for a belated and reluctant sexual self-discovery at the end of a 
lifetime of sexual repression. A series of dreams and stream of 
consciousness vignettes moves Michael from surprise to hope to love affair 
ending in violence and betrayal. 
 
He is empty for love. by Galen Fletcher  
Friday, March 13 at 9:00pm   
Love in all its forms / Short / 17 min / Canada / 2008 
A lonely bank teller's tragi-comic love story told as a stylized studio 
musical, set to a variety of musical genres. 
 

 
Schedule of International Films on Saturday, March 14 
 

1:30pm – Twilight Zone - Environment  

Swimming Moon by Nahomi Maki  
Saturday, March 14 at 1:30 pm  
Twilight Zone - Environment / Animation / 5 min / U S A / 2008 
A being is driven to madness by the full moon, discovering a sensitive, 
beautiful and deep dream world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1035
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1330
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=200
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4:00pm - This is America, from Native Americans to Immigration  

A Better Life by Luis Fernandez Reneo  
Saturday, March 14 at 4:00pm  
Immigration / Short / 13 min / Spain / World Premiere / 2008 
Based on a true story, A Better Life is the faithful account of three Mexican 
children who got lost in the Sonoran desert while trying to cross the U.S. 
border. A story that repeats itself every week in the border towns of 
Mexico, feeding one of the most profitable illegal businesses: immigrant 
smuggling. 
 
Coyote Travels to Gringolandia by Summer Simpson  
Saturday, March 14 at 4:00pm  
Immigration / Animation / 7 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
Luz and Lola are finally going to join their Mami in the United States. But 
before they can reunite, the young girls must use their wits and courage to 
overcome the dangers of the road to El Norte. 
 
Drowning by James Z. Feng  
Saturday, March 14 at 4:00pm  
Immigration / Short / 17 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
This film depicts the struggle of an immigrant family's attempts to 
assimilate into American life.  
 
An Immigrant Girl's Journey by Lonny Stevens  
Saturday, March 14 at 4:00pm  
Immigration / Short / 22 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
A human interest docudrama chronicling three years in the life of Alexi 
Alcedo, a seven-year old Filipino girl-child caught in the mix of her mother’s 
dream, to escape the hell of living in Smokey Mountain for the “good life” in 
America. 
 
In the Name of the Son by Harun Mehmedinovic  
Saturday, March 14 at 4:00pm  
Immigration / Short / 25 min / U S A / 2007 
An award winning short that show how after years after escaping war, a 
Bosnian refugee is forced to confront his past. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1476
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1098
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1460
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1069
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1070
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Southern Exposure by Susan Chien  
Saturday, March 14 at 4:00pm  
This is America - Immigration / Animation / 5 min / U S A / 2008 
An award winning animation that recounts the story of a young Chinese-
American woman moves to a small rural town in the South. Hilarity and 
misunderstanding ensues. 
 
 

 7:00pm - Just for Laughs  
 

Karaoke Show by Karl Tebbe  
Saturday, March 14 at 7:00pm  
Just for Laughs / Animation / 4 min / Germany / U.S. Premiere / 2008 
A hilarious, award winning animation showing the man behind the camera, 
dancing and dreaming away to be the next Michael Jackson. He should stick 
to his amazing animation and pick up a few dance lessons along the way. 
 

9:00pm - Music  

Da Capo by Mathew Tucciarone  
Saturday, March 14 at 9:00pm  
Music / Short / 15 min / Canada / World Premiere / 2008 
A thought-provoking short exploring the parallel between music and life. 
 
Music by Asier Urbieta  
Saturday, March 14 at 9:00pm  
Music / Short / 4 min / Spain / World Premiere / 2007 
A boy discovers respect through music admiration. 
 
The Music Lesson by Virginia Galloway  
Saturday, March 14 at 9:00pm  
Music / Documentary / 71 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
Triumph in Africa, not tragedy. Collaboration, not charity. Abundance of 
spirit, not poverty of resources. 
 
Symphony by Erick Oh  
Saturday, March 14 at 9:00pm  
Music / Animation / 5 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2008 
A sentient creature tries to escape from a reality of being swept away and 
assimilated into the mainstream, regardless of its own will. The topic of this 
abstractedly crafted animation applies to anything that struggles to be free. 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1027
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1346
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1493
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1473
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1485
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1143
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It can be a phenomenon occurring deep within the mind or an individual 
confronting the standardized masses. 
 
The World On Fire by Jack Niederer  
Saturday, March 14 at 9:00pm  
Music / Short / 15 min / New Zealand / North American Premiere / 2005 
Where do you turn when a blaze sets the world on fire and everything 
turns to ash? 
 

 
Schedule of International Films on Sunday, March 15 

 

4:00pm – Human Rights 

Hunt by Yohei Ito  
Sunday, March 15 at 4:00pm  
Human Rights - Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness / Short / 3 min / U 
S A / 2008 
Award winning collaboration between two Japanese animators residing in 
Tokyo and Kyoto, and a group of experimental avant/pop musicians in New 
York City. 

 
 
 

The Washington DC Independent Film Festival (D CIFF) is an award -winning annual event that 
showcases over 100 films representing diverse perspectives and cutting edge filmmaking.   Held for twelve 
days in March, the DCIFF is a non-profit organization of volunteers serving the Capital area since 1999.  
 

- # # # - 
 

http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1009
http://www.dciff.org/film_display.aspx?url_id=09-1273

