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WASHINGTON D.C. INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES
LATINO FILMS SELECTED FOR 2009 FESTIVAL
Festival to Celebrate Independent Film Culture

Washington, DC (February 10, 2009) — The eleventh annual Washington DC
Independent Film Festival (DCIFF) will run from March 4-15, 2009. This year’s
festival is about “making a difference,” and features films that highlight the value of
reaching out to help others and participating in life. Over 100 films will be
showcased in twenty-three themed sessions at the Phoenix Theater in Union

Station located at 50 Massachusetts Ave., NE, Washington, DC 20002, phone: (202)
842-4455,

Films made by and about members of the Latino community are an important part
of independent film culture. For anyone interested in Latin American issues,
lifestyles, and the role of Latin-Americans in society, these films will demonstrate
how cultural diversity makes a difference. Please visit the DCIFF website

(http://www.dciff.org/festivalthemes.shtml) for a complete list of themed sessions.

NOTE: The schedule is subject to change. Please check the DCIFF website

(http://www.dciff.org) for the latest information, dates and times.
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Schedule of Latino Films on Friday, March 6
9:00pm - Misfits

BORF! by Paris Bustillos

Friday, March 6 at 9:00pm

Misfits / Documentary / 26 min / U S A / World Premiere / 2006

This documentary by DC Filmmaker Bustillos chronicles the story of Borf
graffiti and the events that lead to his arrest.

Schedule of Latino Films on Sunday, March 8
12:00pm (noon) - Women's Issues

Code Name: Butterflies by Cecilia Domeyko

Sunday, March 8 at 12:00pm (noon)

Women's Issues / Documentary / 63 min /U S A/ World Premiere / 2008
Code Name: Butterflies tells the powerful story of the Mirabal sisters of the
Dominican Republic who in the 1950s, under the code name “Butterflies”,
created a secret resistance movement against Dictator Rafael Trujillo.
When the tyrant had the women assassinated, a country rose up against
Trujillo and he was killed. The courage of these women, simple wives and
mothers who helped bring freedom and democracy to their country is
legendary.

In Control by Ana de Lara

Sunday, March 8 at 12:00pm (noon)
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A touching, award winning short that depicts how a young boy resorts to
his remote control in order to deal with the painful experience of domestic
violence. In Control speaks volumes without the use of dialogue, allowing
the viewer to share the voicelessness of the child; and in the silence, to
witness the grace of imagination.
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Schedule of Latino Films on Tuesday, March 10
7:00pm - Power Within, People with Disabilities

Henry 0! by Ziad Hamzeh

Tuesday, March 10 at 7:00pm

Power Within - People with Disabilities / Documentary / 71 min/USA/
World Premiere / 2008

Henry O! is a journey of humble beginnings and overwhelming obstacles, of
faith in the human spirit and endless love of life and family, of sky-high
dreams and aspirations achieved, all amidst the cheering crowds and major
league heroes of America’s favorite pastime - baseball.

The Making of Agamemnon by Jose Saldana

Tuesday, March 10 at 7:00pm

Power Within - People with Disabilities / Documentary /20 min /USA/
2008

Explores the condition of deafness by documenting theatre director Ethan
Sinnot as he directs the drama Agamemnon using an all deaf cast and crew.
Sinnot's play is a metaphor for the deaf world that the documentary's
director Saldana and all those he is filming live in everyday.

Schedule of Latino Films on Thursday, March 12
7:00pm - CineLatino

Got a Light? by Sergio Marcos

Thursday, March 12 at 7:00pm

CineLatino / Short / 30 min / Paraguay / World Premiere / 2008

A young photographer wants to smoke a cigarette. He asks his friends for a
light, but instead of helping him, people ask him favors and this gets him
into a chain reaction of problems which make his long day very crazy.
Taking on a multi-genre tour of sensations mixed with surrealism.

Near the Egress by Antonio Martinez

Thursday, March 12 at 7:00pm

CineLatino / Short /5 min /U S A/ World Premiere / 2008

Over 800 tintypes, produced in stop-motion time, capture the sublimity and
spectacle of the modern circus.
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Pachamama by Toshifumi Matsushita

Thursday, March 12 at 7:00pm

CinelLatino / Feature / 104 min /U S A/ World Premiere / 2008

In the Salar de Uyuni, where many families work with salt, there isa 13
year-old boy named Kunturi who lives a normal life, much like the others in
his village, until suffers when his Grandmother dies and his friend moves
away. He decides to go on his first trip with the llama caravan throughout
the “rota de la sal”, exchanging salt for other goods. Kunturi’s life changes
for the better when he arrives to the town of Maca for the “tinku” festival.
There he finds the most beautiful girl of his dreams, Ulana. They meet and
live out their dream “to run together across the white sea" that is the Salar
de Uyuni, until they reach the end of the horizon.

Schedule of Latino Films on Friday, March 13

9:00pm - Love, in all its forms

The Candy by Ruben Figueres

Friday, March 13 at 9:00pm

Love in all its forms / Documentary / 2 min /U S A / World Premiere / 2008
A 90 second short of a kid that wants a candy that cannot have.

Schedule of Latino Films on Saturday, March 14

4:00pm - This is America, from Native Americans to Immigration

A Better Life by Luis Fernandez Reneo

Saturday, March 14 at 4:00pm

Immigration / Short / 13 min / Spain / World Premiere / 2008

Based on a true story, A Better Life is the faithful account of three Mexican
children who got lost in the Sonoran desert while trying to cross the U.S.
border. A story that repeats itself every week in the border towns of
Mexico, feeding one of the most profitable illegal businesses: immigrant
smuggling.
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Coyote Travels to Gringolandia by Summer Simpson

Saturday, March 14 at 4:00pm

This is America - Immigration / Animation /7 min /U S A/ World Premiere /
2008

Luz and Lola are finally going to join their Mami in the United States. But
before they can reunite, the young girls must use their wits and courage to
overcome the dangers of the road to El Norte.

7:00pm - Just for Laughs

Because There Are Things You Never Forget by Lucas M. Figueroa
Saturday, March 14 at 7:00pm

Just for Laughs / Short / 13 min / Spain / World Premiere / 2008

Naples (Italy), 1950. Four friends are playing soccer out on the street when
their ball is accidentally kicked into the evil old lady's yard. They'll never
play with their ball again and for that the revenge will be deadly.

Crossing Numbers by Abel Gonzalez

Saturday, March 14 at 7:00pm

Just For Laughs 7 Short /12 min /U S A/ 2007

An award winning short that takes a humorous look at a serious issue -
what if an illegal immigrant falls dead in the Mexican-American Border and
no one is around, will it make a sound? Does anyone care?

The Washington DC Independent Film Festival (DCIFF) is an award -winning annual event that
showcases over 100 films representing diverse perspectives and cutting edge filmmaking. Held for twelve
days in March, the DCIFF is a non-profit organization of volunteers serving the Capital area since 1999.
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